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ROBERT  STODART  WYLD, Jun., was born on the  12th of 
March, 1855, at Queensferry, close to where the  great  bridge now 
spans  the  estuary of the  Forth.  His  father  had been trained as a 
Writer  to  the  Signet;  but  giving up the practice of the  law,  had 
settled  at Queensferry, of which  for many  years  he was the much 
respected Provost. Robert  Wyld received his education at  the 
Academy and  University of Edinburgh.  Having made choice of 
engineering as his profession, he  served a pupilage of five years, 
from 1872 to lt i77,  under Messrs. J. and A. Leslie, whose extensive 
practice gave  him an  early experience in  many  kinds of engineer- 
ing operations. During  this  time he attended  the  engineering 
classes of the  late Professor Fleeming  Jenkin,  and  that of geology 
and  mineralogy  under Professor A. Geikie. On the completion 
of his  articles  he  was  appointed  by BIessrs. Leslie as Resident 
Engineer  at  the  waterworks  then  being constructed for supplying 
the town and  district of New Cumnock. After some months 
he was transferred  to Midlothian, and placed in charge of a 
section, 13 miles  long, of the pipe-line  conveying  a  new water- 
supply  to  the  City of Edinburgh from the Noorfoot Hills, 
with  all  the reservoirs,  bridges, and  other works connected 
with it. 

At  the  beginning of 1879 he  was  appointed Resident En,' vineer 
on the Scarborough Harbour  Improvement Works,  which consisted 
of the  deepening of two harbours, widening  and  extending a  pier, 
underbuilding old  quay-walls, and  other operations. This  under- 
taking occupied him for two  years,  and  in  January, 1881, he 
returned  to Scotland to  superintend for Messrs. Leslie the con- 
struction of the Acreknowe  Reservoir on the  Hawick Waterworks. 
A few months later, namely, in October, 1881, he was selected to 
take  charge of an  important section of the  Vyrnwy Waterworks, 
of the Liverpool  Corporation. The  portion of this  great  engineer- 
ing  undertaking more especially under  his supervision consisted 
of 35 miles of the main  aqueduct, including  all  the special  works 
connected therewith.  From  the  nature of the  ground these  were 
of a multifarious  kind,  and calculated to  fully  tax  the resources 
of an engineer. They included  reservoirs and  tanks,  with  earthen 
embankments as well  as  with concrete and brickwork  walls. 
filters,  clear-water tank, valve-houses, cottages, new roads, bridges, 
culverts, crossings over rivers, canals, and railways, and  three 
tunnels,  having  an  aggregate  length of about 4 miles. The 
cost of that portion of the  great work with  which  he was 
connected exceeded S300,OOO. On the eve of its completion he 
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was struck down by illness. A chill  caught i n  March developed 
into  rheumatic fever, which closed his career, on the  17th of 
April, 1891. 

Mr. Wyld was  remarkable for a singular  gentleness  and modesty, 
combined with a straightforward frankness, which  gained  him  the 
respect and goodwill of all  who came into close personal  contact 
with him. His  energy  and  enthusiasm  in  the  discharge of his 
duties were unflagging. His professional skill and fertility of 
resource marked  him  out  as one who, had  he lived, would doubtless 
have  gained a high place  among the  hydraulic-engineers of this 
country. 

He made a short communication on ‘‘ The  Laying of Large 
Mains ” to  the Liverpool Engineering Society, which  has been 
pub1ished.l He  interested himself in  the  remarkable deposits of 
shell-bearing  gravels  cut  through at  high  levels above the sea 
during  the  construction of the Liverpool Waterworks,  and it was 
hoped that  he  might be  induced to  bring  his observations before 
the Geological Society. But  this  and  many  bright  anticipations 
for his  future  have been abruptly  shattered  by  his  premature 
death. 

Mr. Wyld was elected an Associate Member of the  Institution on 
the 4th of May, 1880, and was transferred to  the class of Member 
on the 23rd of February,  1888;  he became a Fellow of the Geo- 
logical  Society in 1890. 

ARTHUR  JOSEPH  EDWIN  ARCH was  born a t  Brockley Hill, 
on the  4th of August, 1862. After  receiving  his education a t  
Dulwich College and a t  King’s College School, he was for  several 
years engaged under a firm of London  surveyors.  JIeanwhile he 
was studying  at  the  City of London College under Mr. Henry 
Adams, and in April, 1883, passed the  qualifying examination for 
the Professional Associateship of the Surveyors’ Institution. In  
August, 1885, he  joined the staff of the Rio Tinto Mines, under 
Xr. James Osborne. At Rio Tinto  he was  engaged in  surveying 
various parts of the works and  surrounding villages, gaining 
the good opinion of his  superior officers. ‘ L  He displayed  the 

* Transactions of the Liverpool Engineering Society, vol. X. p. 20. 
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